
Review by Alexandru Mardale 
 
Does the paper make a novel contribution to the understanding of the 
topic under investigation?   [max 250 words] 

 
The paper refines the account of Dobrovie-Sorin (2007) for the definite's article 
drop after prepositions in Romanian by proposing that this phenomenon is a 
PF-phenomenon, which applies to structures with a complex head in which a 
D+def is present. The main difference with Dobrovie-Sorin's proposal is that 
that complex head formation does not extend to prepositions, but to structures 
in which the dropped definiteness morpheme lacks Case. In this sense, the 
author's proposal is a novel contribution to the understanding of this 
phenomenon. Moreover, by postulating that these configurations lack Case (i.e. 
the complement of P in article-drop configurations), the author contribute to 
the more general understanding of the theory of case-marking in Romanian. 
 

Is the empirical content of the paper sound (i.e. the data are collected and 
presented properly, the experiments are well designed, the statistics is 
well done, the examples contain no spelling mistakes, etc)? [max 400 
words] 

 
The data are properly and correctly described. Actually, the main argument for 
the author's proposal comes from some original, undescribed data concerning 
article's drop which may occur in coordinations in the complement of P. 
According to the author, it may even occur on DPs that are separated from P by 
a complex DP. 
I did not notice spelling mistakes for the examples. 
 

Is the argument coherent and sound, with no major flaws and/or 
shortcomings, within the context of the theoretical assumptions made by 
the author? [max 500 words] 

 
The argument is coherent and sound, indeed. The theoretical assumptions are 
robust. They are based on an excellent control of the theoretical tools and on a 
good knowledge of the previous analyses, be the of the case-marking strategies 
or of the definiteness. 
I would suggest that the author makes also reference and discuss Isac's (2018) 
work. She proposes a similar line of analysis that lies at the morpho-phonology 



interface. According to her, what the modifier licenses in this structures is not a 
particular semantic or syntactic property of the noun, but rather the overt PF 
realization of the determiner. How would this interact with the author's 
proposal? 
 

Are there any relevant scholarly works that have been overlooked by the 
author? If the answer is YES, please provide the full references. 
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de Saint-Pierre & Mélanie Thibeault (éd.), Actes des 21èmes Journées de 
Linguistique, Québec, Centre interdisciplinaire de recherche sur les activités 
langagières, Universitaire de Laval, pp. 78-93. 
Isac, Daniela (2018), "The Typology of Determiners in Romance: the Role of 
Modification", paper presented at 48th Linguistic Symposium on Romance 
Languages (LSRL 48), April 25-28. 
 

Have you seen this paper, its content, the proposed analysis, or the 
conclusions published in other venues? [If your answer is YES, please add 
the relevant reference.] 

 
Not on my knowledge. 
 

If you accept the paper with minor revisions, please list the revisions you 
would advice (you are not required to proofread the paper)      [max 500 
words] 

 
The author is invited to integrate Isac's (2018) research on similar constructions 
in Romanian. Some additional cross-linguistic data (e.g. from Albanian and the 
other Romanian dialects) would nicely confer an obvious capital gain to the 
description of this very interesting phenomenon of Romanian. 
 
 


